fracture, involving a portion of the spina interna, was comminuted, and a small portion of the bone came away during the progress of the case. There was another fracture between the lower edge of the coronoid process and the first molar tooth ; and in the space of the attachment of the mylohyoides muscle, which was distinctly transverse, and could be easily discovered by the I applied it, and with the aid of an assistant succeeded in placing a very small silver wire around the tooth at each extremity of the plate, and drawing each end of the wire through the holes in the plate, and through the small tubes of a double silver canula, twisted them until the bone was drawn to its normal position.
Wires were also attached to some of the incisors, for the purpose of keeping the plate more permanently fixed. The plate being elastic, a constant traction was kept up from within outwards, thereby counteracting the displacing action of the mylohyoideus, pterygoid, and masseter muscles. The plate was permitted to remain fifteen or eighteen days, when it was removed. During the progress of the case, to correct fetor and encourage healthy action in the mouth, the solution of chloride of soda was frequently used with a very happy effect.
The Captain suffered from neuralgic pains of the legs, which ultimately subsided, and in thirty days he was discharged cured.
Monthly Summary.
The points of interest in the above-case seem to me to be these:?
1. The bone could not be retained in its natural situation by the usual method of bandaging, on account of the strong displacing action of the submaxillary muscles.
2.
There being both an oblique and transverse fracture very near each other, and a distinct natural irregularity in the arch of the teeth, rendered it impracticable to retain the fractured ends of the bone in apposition. It therefore became important that some more effectual method of reduction should be adopted, and the above-described plate suggested itself as the best.
The fracture never became displaced after its adaptation, and reunion was rapidly and permanently established in about fifteen or eighteen days.? American Journal of Medical Science.
